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MR. RADENBERG: Today is January 22, 2002. 

I'm Paul Radenberg, Fire Department World Trade 

Center tasks Task Force currently at EMS Battalion 

13. The time is now 13 hundred hours. 

Q. I'm conducting an interview with -- 

A. Peter Rosie, EMT, Battalion 13. 

Q. This interview is being conducted regarding 
the events of the morning of September 11, 2001. 
Peter, you can begin. 

A. My girlfriend woke me up and told me to turn 
on the TV. I live on Second Avenue and 9 Street. I 
saw that one of the towers was on fire, so I went up to 
my roof. Figured I would just get in the way, didn't 
want to go, you know. Then I saw the second bird hit, 
so then I knew I better get busy. Threw on my uniform, 
jumped on my son's bike and went directly to Bellevue. 
I was there like in 3 minutes. 

They threw a radio at me and I was on 06 Ida 
with a partner. I didn't know the guy. Jagoda. His 
name is Jagoda. 

We took off directly from there and headed 
down Second Avenue. I remember passing my apartment. 
Got on to Canal and then shot down Broadway and ended 


up at City Hall Park. That's when we had patients 
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coming towards us. I had no idea that the tower had 
came down at that time. I thought the debris and 
everything that I saw, you know, was from the fire. So 
I didn't have any visual of the tower coming down, but 
apparently it was coming down, because we got there at 
around 10 o'clock. 

Then with all those patients coming at us, I 
was trying to triage like 5 people at the same time. 3 
police officers, two female officers, I didn't know 
what was wrong with them. They were pretty 
hysterical. A male police officer with a cardiac 
condition and a male with his arm badly lacerated. He 
was bleeding pretty bad. 

So I patched him up and there was a couple of 
other units there. We volunteered to take these 
patients on and I'm trying to see -- so I get them on 
the bus, you know, and start giving 02 to the cardiac 
condition. Everyone was pretty hysterical and I didn't 
get the story because I heard collapse, but I would 
never imagine that the whole tower came down. I just 
figured well, things had -- obviously -- would fall 
from the tower and that's how this guy got this trauma 
to his arm and he was going into shock. I tried to 


calm down the police officers as best as I can. 
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One of the female police officers just jumped 
on the stretcher, so I was holding on to the guy with 
the -- he was my main concern. He had the cardiac 
condition. I gave him 02. There wasn't much I could 
do other than that, take his blood pressure and monitor 
him, but I was concerned with this guy's arm, because 
it was barely attached. 

So we shot to Bellevue and when they opened 
up the doors to Bellevue, just an army of people in 
scrubs. They were just terrific, you know, grabbing 
people left and right, triaging them, sending them to 
their respective areas. Went back to the station, 
hosed down the bus because it was a mess with the 
debris and BBP, as best as we could, restocked 02 and 
then shot back down. 

Then I believe we got to Church Street and 
during this time -- I mean I have thought about it, you 
know, during this time, when we first -- that first 
time, when the first -- when the tower went down, I had 
no idea and we were off the site before I got any 
details, so I figured the second tower had collapsed as 
we were returning back to Bellevue with this person 
-- load of patients. 


Then the second tower had collapsed by the 
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time we arrived at Church Street and Barclay. I 
remember, because I believe this is World Trade Center 
7. This is tower 7 here? 

Q. That's the Post Office. 7 is -- yes. 

A. 7. So it was right here, Barclay. There was 
much more debris. 

Q. Barclay and West? 

A. Barclay and West, yes. It was just dead 
quiet. At that time there was pretty much -- out of 
control was -- everyone was just trying to get their 
bearings at that time, you know. So the Lieutenants I 
did run into, he tried to get everyone around and take 
names. That's the best thing we would could do is just 
get a good idea of who you had with you right there. 

But then we had -- there was an individual 
down there who seemed like he was just like wandering 
around and so I went and got him and he just -- he was 
out of it. He had breathed in a lot of the dust and -- 
I guess he was an EMT, but he was kind of like on his 
own type of thing. He had his kit bag, you know, and 
his badge, but more or less, you know, he got out of 
there. He was pretty much out of it. 

Q. That was down by Vesey? 


A. Vesey and West. So we transported him. We 
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transported him to Beth Israel. Hosed down the bus 
again and made our way back to tower 7. We were here, 
then we were on this street. What is this? We were on 
Murray Street and -- 

Q. Let me get my other map. 

A. Greenwich. Murray Street and Greenwich. 
Murray Street and Greenwich. The World Trade Center 7 
had collapsed at that point. I can remember asking, 
because we had visuals before we left and then I had 
asked somebody, who was it, is it going to collapse and 
they said probably tomorrow. But on our return it had 
gone down too. 

At that point we made our way to the staging 
area, you know, and became the -- what do you call us, 
we were the unit next to the -- what is the trailer 
where they take -- 

Q. The MERV? 

A. The MERV. We were the hot something. 

Q. Okay. The hot unit. 

A The hot unit, right. We were just 
transporting firemen back and forth all day. That was 
it. 

Q. Okay. When you got up to the Bellevue 


station, do you remember about what time you got there? 
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A. You mean the first time? 
Q. Yes, yes. You left your apartment and went 


to Bellevue. 
A. I was at Bellevue at 9:40. 
Q. Okay. When you came down over by City Hall 


Park, you had said that there were some other units 


there? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Do you remember -- 


A. I believe. 

Q. -- who they were? 

A I believe it was a Presbyterian unit. 

Q. Cornell? 

A That's it, and a Hatzolah unit. 

Q. Okay. The fellow with the arm injury, he was 
a Civilian? 

A. Yes. I actually got his picture in Time 
magazine. Not Time, but People magazine. It was 
funny, because I went to Barnes and Noble. I don't 
mean to get off track here, but it was pretty amazing 
to see my picture in there and the guy who I 
transported. If anything, during that -- if I think I 
made a difference, it was maybe that first run, you 


know. I'm sure I made a difference all day, but that 
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guy, he was pretty beat up. 

Q. So from City Hall Park you went back up to 
Bellevue? 

A. Bellevue. 

Q. You came back on the next trip, your next 
trip in, and you were on like West and Barclay? 

A. West and Barclay and then we were -- West and 
Barclay and we might have -- West and Barclay, not 
Barclay. Sorry. I was wrong. That's too close, 
because this was up in flames. Okay. So it was Murray 
Street. 

Q. Murray Street? 

A. Murray and Barclay. No. Murray and -- what 
was this again? 

Q. This is Greenwich. 

A. Murray and Greenwich, and from there everyone 
was trying to get their bearings, trying to figure 
out. At this point we didn't know where the staging 
area was, the main staging area. 

Q. Right. The EMT that you were talking about 
that was by himself with the tech bag, was he a Fire 
Department employee? 

A. No, I believe he was private, because he had 


that type of private badge, you know, the blue, the 
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fancy blue one, looks like a detective. He just had a 
bag full of collars and I wouldn't take him for city. 

Q. When you got up here -- 

A. Oh, when I got here, then I ran into my 
partner Jason Charles. I believe you are going to have 
an interview with him. 

Q. Yes. 

A. I looked and I saw a fireman and -- but it 
was Jason wearing a fireman's jacket. Have you spoken 
with him? 


Q. I haven't. 


A. I saw him and I was really happy to see him, 
you know. 

Q. He is on our list. 

A. Yes, I saw him. He has quite a story to 


tell. I saw him and he gave me some aspirin, because 
breathing all this stuff I got a pounding headache, you 
know. 

Q. Do you remember who else was down in this 
area of Greenwich and Murray from EMS or the Fire 
Department? 

A. A Lieutenant Murphy. 

Q. EMS Lieutenant? 


A. Yes. Lieutenant Murphy. 


10 


P. ROSIE 
Q. Would you know where he is stationed or ever 
see him before? 
A. No, no. I remember his name, because later 


on that night, it must have been 2:30, he grabbed me 
and he said that he had 8 New Jersey busses, bright 
shiny busses from New Jersey. We are in the staging 
area and he wants them at Battalion 4. You know, with 
the lights and the road block and all this shit that's 
going on, I'm like okay, let me get my partner. He is 
driving. No -- forget it, you take them. So like, I 
remember, what is your name sir? Because here I'm with 
8 busses and I've got to get them to Battalion 4. 

I mean I live down there, but getting through 
this maze. So I was pretty stressed out by then, 
because I'm thinking I'm responsible for all these. 

I'm on my own in this bus and to get them to 4. Please 
let me find -- I was looking for Canal. Not Canal, 
Houston. I found Houston. I Knew what to do from 
there and I got those busses at 4. I'm like here you 
go, thank you. 

Now what do I do. Do I go back to Bellevue. 
Do I go back to the staging area and try to find my 
partner. So I said shit, just go back to where I came 


from. Just getting back was a bit of a challenge, you 
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know. On my own I think, like I'm listening to the 
radio and trying to get the big picture of what really 
occurred. It was weird because I didn't really have 
the full story, you know what I mean. 

I got back and I found him. Once again we 
were -- then for the rest of the night we were there. 
I'm glad I got my partner back, because he would have 
wondered where the hell is my partner. He would have 
been stuck down there. I'm just glad that I was given 
that task and I completed the task and I got back and I 
found my partner and that was good. 

I know you are more interested about what the 
occurrences at around 11 o'clock. So, sorry. 

Q. No problem. No problem. Aside from 
Lieutenant Murphy, when you say your partner, you are 
talking about Jagoda? 

A. Jagoda. He is Battalion 8. He is Bellevue. 

Q. Anybody else down in that area that you 
remember seeing? 

A. Around 11 o'clock? 

Q. Yes. Well, when you were back here at 
Greenwich and Murray? 

A. No. 


Q. He was the only one? 


12 


P. ROSIE 
A. He was the only one. 
Q. How about? 
A. Jason Charles is the only one that I 
recognized and that was -- I don't know what time that 


was. That was like on my third return back from 
transporting. I saw him you know. I couldn't give you 
any names. Really there wasn't that many EMS, you 
know. Hatzolah. I saw a couple of Hatzolah units and 
a New York Cornell, but I didn't see much Fire 
Department EMS. 

I think because -- I believe there were 
mainly a lot more around the staging area, weren't 
there? You probably have a lot more knowledge than I 
do. 

Q. Yes. 

A. Compared to -- because we came in from this 
direction, at a fairly late period, you know. I 
think. So much I'm sure had gone on before all this 
from the time that the first bird hit and people were 
trying to get organized and here we are whizzing down 
just before it collapses, you know, from this 
direction. Didn't see much activity here, you know. 
Except for the Hatzolah and the Cornell. 


Then it was so good to get to the staging 
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area eventually and see more EMS and ambulance -- 
what's going on. 

Q. Right, right. 

A. I was like, I was trying to do ACRs on all 


these people, do you know what I mean? I was like 


damn. There was -- you couldn't talk on the radio. 
Q. The radios were down or just too much? 
A. Too much traffic. I figured and I'm sure my 


partner figured, if you don't have anything really 
important to say, don't say it. 
Q. Okay. Anything from that morning that sticks 


in your head particularly or any comment you would like 


to add? 
A. On a personal note? 
Q. Yes. 
A. Well, I was in the British Army for six years 


and I had two tours in northern Ireland. I had been 

familiar with explosions going on in Belfast. I was an 

NCO. It was weird because I thought I had left all 

that behind me. That was something that kind of no one 

knows about. There is no way you could really explain 

it to anyone unless you were actually there, you know. 
Then this -- it's really horrifying over 


there, because it's not that big and it's more 
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intimate. There is a lot more to deal with. There is 
a lot more you can deal with compared to something like 
this. Then for this shit to happen, it was like kind 
of odd like -- I think I was a little bit more -- I was 
prepared. I was pretty focused. I stayed focused. 

But it was strange because I was still not 
really awake. I jumped on my son's bike and got on 
that unit. Here's your partner. Here's your radio. 
Boom. We are going down and it was weird because we 
had such a clear avenue of approach. The police were 
just waving us on and we were shooting down there and 
seeing everyone come the opposite direction, so it was 
very surreal. It was like what's going on. It was 
like let's get there you know. 

It was actually a good feeling, you know, 
that traffic control was so good. That people were 
being -- people were leaving the area and we did have a 
good avenue of approach. We were able to get there at 
a good speed. So it was good. We got there and I'm 
sure that first load of people, the police officers and 
the guy were happy to see us. I was just pretty proud 
of everyone you know. 

So that's it. 


MR. RADENBERG: Okay. Time is now 1320 


hours. The interview is concluded. 


